Objective comparison of manual dexterity in physicians and surgeons.
Recent interest in the assessment of manual dexterity of surgical residency applicants prompted an investigation of psychomotor skills in surgeons and physicians. The Purdue Pegboard and Minnesota Manual Dexterity tests were given to 57 subjects. Analysis of the data revealed no significant difference in dexterity between medical and surgical residents, suggesting that medical students do not select specialty training programs because of the presence or absence of manual skills. The data also revealed that surgical staffmen performed substantially worse than those in the other groups on some of the tests, possibly because of an older average age. The authors conclude from their data that manual dexterity tests should not be used in assessing candidates for surgical residency training positions.